Local Watershed Planning 

Support Options


Addressing Water Resource Problems Caused by Urban and Suburban Growth

Watershed Trainer’s Network members have been trained by the Center for Watershed Protection. In two multi-day training workshops, they learned about best practices and urban site design in Kentucky. The people who have had this training are excellent resources for helping communities evaluate their watershed and make informed decisions towards addressing the problems they face. These people have varying levels of expertise and have not been contacted about their willingness to provide their services towards this project.  Their contact information is at http://www.watersheds.ky.gov/homepage_repository/Trainers+Network.htm.

Cooperative Extension Service is developing a follow-up role to the Growth Readiness education effort. When this occurs, it will provide extension agents with training and make these agents available to communities who express an interest in further watershed planning. Contact Bill Thom, UK College of Agriculture, N-122 Agricultural Science North, Lexington, KY  40546-0091, 859-257-4633, wthom@uky.edu.

Consulting firms have developed considerable skill in watershed planning and implementation.  Some firms will even provide some preliminary services in this area gratis, in the hopes that they might get a contract doing design and implementation work at a later date. Not all firms are as experienced as others, so do your homework, if you select this option.
Changing Community Development Rules

Kentucky Nonpoint Source Education for Land Use Development Project workshops are designed to help communities plan for better land use development practices that will reduce nonpoint source pollution.  These workshops are being developed as a follow-up to the Growth Readiness training. Western Kentucky University, in partnership with Murray State University, has received a 319 Nonpoint Source Grant to provide workshops in nine (9) communities in the western part of the state.  Communities to be targeted as a part of this project are Bowling Green, Elizabethtown, Glasgow, Henderson, Hopkinsville, Madisonville, Murray, Owensboro, and Paducah. Contact Ritchie Taylor of Western Kentucky University (WKU), Dept. of Public Health, 1906 College Heights Boulevard, STH 410D, Bowling Green, KY  41010. (270)745-8975, ritchie.taylor@wku.edu.

Basin Coordinators are members of a network of watershed specialists, working for and in partnership with various agencies, under the banner of the Kentucky Watershed Management Framework. These specialists have had extensive training in helping communities identify water-related problems and in identifying resources to help address them. They are also prepared to help lead a community through the process of evaluating its development rules and evaluate options. A map shows each of the basin coordinators, their jurisdiction, and their contact information.
